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what mutual revelation one might offer 
to the other and then lead them to adven-
ture in other cross-disciplinary pursuits, 
such as the one beginning to be offered 
by neurophysiology.  
 A resolute exploration of these essays 
will be generously rewarded as gradually 
we come to deeper and wider understand-
ings of music as a resonant witness to the-
ology, “bearing testimony to the richness 
and implications of the Christian gospel 
through a range of resonances with it” 
(page 11).
 Carol Doran

The Complete Psalms: The 
Book of Prayer Songs in a New 
Translation
 
 Pamela Greenberg. Bloomsbury, 2010. 
ISBN: 978-1-60819-120-8. 323 pages, 
hardcover, $26.00.

 Seldom does a new translation of any 
Scripture really open wide vistas of fresh 
understanding and insight. This edition 
of the Book of Psalms is a welcome excep-
tion! The translator, Pamela Greenberg, is 
a former rabbinic student who has taken 
advantage of her knowledge of Hebrew. 
In the introduction she tells us that she 
turned to the psalms at a difficult time in 
her life and found it true that the psalms 
speak to our humanity in all of its vari-
ety of life experiences. Her commentary 
reflects the June 22, 2011, catechesis of 
Pope Benedict XVI. From this base we 
have common ground for shared prayer.
 In this translation there is a welcome 
emphasis on the awe and wonder that 
pondering God inspires. The very first 
verse that caught my eye when I opened 
this volume was Psalm 147:2. “How good 
it is to sing out to the Creator—/ because 
among the world’s pleasures,/ praise is 
most beautiful of all.” This theme perme-
ates the entire translation.
 Most of us have become so used to the 
title “Lord” that it is easy to glide over it. 
Right away I was taken by Greenberg’s 
many translations for Lord. On a whim I 
paged through the entire volume, noting 
how she addresses God, and found at least 
seventy-five such titles (and I suspect that 
I may have missed a few). I often take my 
list to Eucharistic adoration and ponder 
several of them. Some of them make a 
veritable litany. For example: Source of 
Abundance, Source of Kindness, Source 
of Strength, Source of Justice, Source of 
Wonder, Source of Life, Source of Joy, 
Source of Hope, Source of Glory, Source 

of Help, Source of Trust, Source of Eternal 
Life, Source of My Salvation, and Source 
of Compassion. Other titles address God 
as Strength, Power, Protection, Holiness, 
Light, Creator, and other divine attributes.
 Praying this translation of the psalms 
one comes upon words or phrases that 
catch one by surprise. In Psalm 23, for 
instance, we are accustomed to saying 
that God anoints our head with oil. 
Instead of “anoint” Greenberg uses the 
word “drench.” The kings of Israel were 
“drenched” with oil. Pagan athletes were 
“drenched” with oil. In the early Church, 
catechumens were “drenched” with oil. 
That image is a far cry from “the little dab 
will do you” that often serves as anointing 
today. Such word usage opens depths of 
fresh appreciation.
 Feeling alone or abandoned is a com-
mon experience. In The Revised Grail 
Psalter (GIA), Psalm 31:13 is translated 
this way: “I am forgotten, like someone 
dead,/ and have become like a broken 
vessel.” Greenberg translates the same 
verse this way: “I have become invisible 
as the dead-hearted,/ like a lost vessel no 
one bothers to look for.” Yes, the Psalmist 
understands.
 From my home on Lake Superior, I 
have the vastness of the universe in my 
view. Hence I easily relate to titles for 
the Holy One such as “Arranger of the 
Heavenly Spheres” and to those expres-
sions which elicit hope and trust.
 Greenberg’s introduction and Susan-
nah Heschel’s foreword are both clear and 
perceptive and could readily be used as 
introductory reading for a course on the 
psalms. One need not be a theologian or 
Scripture scholar to absorb the wealth 
they offer.
 Here and there are a few passages 
which do not measure up to the poetry 
of such translations as The Jerusalem Bible. 
However, a welcome change is the lack 
of the word “not” at the end of so many 
lines, as in The New American Bible. If there 
is one drawback in this translation, it is 
the lack of numbering the verses, partly 
explained by Greenberg’s desire to add 
clarifying expression at times. However 
one can easily find the verse numbers by 
a comparison with another translation.
 The most important aspect of The Com-
plete Psalms is how easily praise rises from 
the heart of the reader. This translation is 
ready-made for lectio divina. Finally, the 
friends to whom I have given The Complete 
Psalms as a gift are unanimous in their 
appreciation.

Regis Walling

The Eucharistic Prayer: 
A Users Guide

 Barry Hudock. Liturgical Press, 2010. 
ISBN: 978-0-8146-3287-1. 163 pages, 
paperback, $16.95.

  Written from the “pew,” The Eucharis-
tic Prayer has proved a fine study for lay 
people without background in liturgical 
things. The reviewer discovered this with 
his parish liturgy committee: Meetings 
always begin with studying something 
to build up knowledge among the lay 
members. The committee, working its 
way through The Eucharistic Prayer, found 
the concepts both within their grasp and 
surprising. It is especially enlightening for 
lay people to discover that the Eucharistic 
Prayer is not exclusively that of the priest, 
but all assembled have a part. This makes 
Chapter Two, “Who Prays the Eucharistic 
Prayer? An Extraordinary Answer,” a 
highlight of the book. 
 The chapter begins with Christ the 
Priest, and then carefully shows the role 
of the ordained, “In Persona Christi Capitis” 
(page 13). Once these concepts are secure, 
Hudock points out the obvious: The Eu-
charistic Prayer presumes an assembly. 
Using liturgical texts from tradition, he 
develops how the assembly is understood 
to be offering the “sacrifice of praise along 
with the priest.” Documents follow— 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sac-
rosanctum Concilium, General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal, and Catechism of the 
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Catholic Church. The documents, drawing 
on tradition, make clear that the assembly 
has always had a role in the Eucharistic 
Prayer; this is now a recovered part of the 
teaching of the Church. 
 The following chapter is also remark-
able: “The History of the Eucharistic 
Prayer.” Hudock starts with the expected 
paragraphs about Jewish roots. What is 
remarkable, though, is that when dis-
cussing the early Church, he gives the 
actual texts that have survived, beginning 
with the Didache. These ancient texts are 
likely not available to average lay people 
anywhere else (or, at least, not without 
some serious internet searching). The 
chapter concludes with the “unthinkable” 
developments of the twentieth century: 
reforming the Roman Canon and provid-
ing additional Eucharistic Prayers.
 The book is made up of four parts. 
The chapters just mentioned are in the 
first part: “The Eucharistic Prayer.” The 
remaining parts are “The Parts of the 
Eucharistic Prayer,” “The Eucharistic 
Prayers Today,” and “Liturgy and Life.”
 When discussing the parts of the 
Eucharistic Prayer, Hudock has many 
fresh insights. For example, the preface as 
thanksgiving contrasts with our thinking 
of life as a contest which we must win. 
In thanksgiving, though, we realize life 
is a gift to be shared with all around us 
(page 43). The chapter on the institution 
narrative ends with the beautiful insight 
that the Supper is indeed “an expression 
of Jesus’ self-giving love” (page 68).
 The third part, “The Eucharistic 
Prayers Today,” gives a careful commen-
tary on each of the Eucharistic Prayers 
in their new translations. Hudock sums 
up the main thrust of each prayer by 
giving it a particular characterization. 
For example, Eucharistic Prayer III is 
characterized as “To Gather the People.” 
This quality actually reflects the nature of 
the Church as it has come to us from the 
Second Vatican Council. He illustrates his 
point with many phrases from the prayer 
itself: “you never cease to gather a people 
to yourself” and “the entire people you 
have gained for your own.”
 “Liturgy and Life.” Every study of 
liturgy struggles to show its connection 
with the rest of life. Hudock is especially 
successful in uniting the two. He singles 
out ten qualities of the Eucharistic Prayer 
and then offers insights into how life 
might be shaped by each of the ten quali-
ties. A fine example is the third quality: “A 
Eucharistic Prayer Spirituality is Filial.” 
The prayer of Christ is always in close 

union with the Father. Our entry into 
the Eucharistic Prayer, then, relates us to 
God as daughters and sons, part of God’s 
“children,” the “family of God.” It is a 
sharp contrast to all that trains us “to see 
one another as opponents, competitors, 
rivals, and takers” (page 150).
 Chapters are very short, and the lan-
guage is simple, non-technical. Yet there 
are numerous footnotes. One realizes that 
Hudock has distilled the finest theological 
research on the Eucharistic Prayer and 
made it available to the average person 
who wants to know more. A glossary, 
though, would have been helpful.

James Challancin 
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